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and temporary preservation of systems which Marxist economists ought to classify under essentially different categories. Certainly, this fact ought to be appreciated in connection with the others, (a) that the U.S.S.R. is a continent rather than a large state, and unites in one union what would elsewhere be a ruling state and its colonies ; and (b) that such differences in essential economic features are tolerated merely as transitional stages, and while wide variety is admitted in the actual organisation of society, no state can enter the U.S.S.R. unless its political control is completely in the hands offerees working for the gradual achievement of the same structure as is aimed at in the more advanced parts of the Union.1 But the variety exists, and although it is difficult to imagine any private property in the means of production surviving in any part -of the U.S.S.R. after, say, another thirty years, it is also difficult to imagine that agricultural cooperation will then take exactly the same form in Central Asia as in Byelorussia. In a much higher degree the same holds true in the cultural field. The *' bourgeois nationalist " may sincerely feel that the independent life of his people is destroyed once the traditional structure of Tadzhik society is broken up, modern standards as regards the position of women are enforced, education is completely separated from the Church, and the mere upholding of the existence of Pan-Turanian or Pan-Islamic unity is prosecuted. Socialists will believe that all this is mere ABC, and that the real problems of Tadzhik civilisation begin only beyond these points. But hi the authoritative utterances of the C.P.S.U. there is nothing which answers any questions beyond that ABC, apart from the general rejection of uniformity in the future civilisation, and the statement that it will be based upon a variety of national forms.
The most serious argument against the recognition of federalism in the present U.S.S.R. is the way its government works, and under conditions of war and revolution is bound to work. With the possible exception of a few years of the NEP, such conditions have prevailed during the whole history of the Union. It is certainly essential to the working of a really federal system that there should be a certain balance between influences which reach downward from the top, and those which rise upward from the bottom. The Russian revolution has certainly eman-
1 This is the essential reason why the Central Asian People's Republics (where considerations of foreign policy could not play any part, as they may do in present Mongolia) were kept outside the Union until they could be transformed into Soviet Republics.